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December 20, 2013     10107.05 

Mr. Scott Armstrong 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board  

Central Valley Region  

11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA  95670-6114 

SUBJECT: MONITORING WELL DESTRUCTION REPORT, DIAMOND PET FOOD 

PROCESSORS OF RIPON, LLC  AND RIPON COGENERATION, LLC, WDR 

ORDER NO. R5-2012-0105 

INTRODUCTION 

This letter documents the destruction of sixteen monitoring wells between November 20 

and December 17, 2013, on or near the Diamond Pet Food Processors of Ripon, LLC 

(Diamond) and Ripon Cogeneration, LLC (Cogen) site in Ripon, California (Figure 1).  

The well destruction was required by Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) Order No. 

R5-2012-0105, Provision H.1.b, issued to Diamond and Cogen by the California Regional 

Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region (CVRWQCB) and dated 4 October 

2012. 

Well destruction was performed by Lawrence & Associates (L&A; California Drilling 

Contractor License No. 539447) in accordance with the scope of work proposed in L&A’s 

work plan titled Groundwater Monitoring Well Destruction Plan, Diamond Pet Food 

Processors of Ripon, LLC and Ripon Cogeneration, LLC, WDR Order No. R5-2012-0105, 

dated April 26, 2013, and approved by the CVRWQCB in your correspondence to Mr. 

Mark Schell dated 30 September 2013 (Attachment A). 

Table 1 presents the list of wells that were abandoned by L&A between November 20 and 

December 17, 2013. 

Table 1 

List of Groundwater Monitoring Wells Destroyed 

Zone Wells 

First Zone OB-3, OB-6, OB-10. OB-12, OB-13, OB-14, OB-15, OB-16, OB-18, 

OB-20, OB-27,  

Second Zone TH-2, TH-4, TH-5,  

Third Zone TH-3 and TH-6  
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Figure 2 presents the locations of all of the monitoring wells that were destroyed. 

PERMITTING 

L&A obtained, on behalf of Diamond and Cogen, well destruction permits from the San 

Joaquin County Environmental Health Department prior to the commencement of work 

(Attachment B).  Additionally, prior to the destruction of monitoring well OB-27, which 

was located in the City of Ripon’s right-of-way in Parallel Avenue, a City of Ripon 

encroachment permit also was obtained (Attachment C). 

WELL ABANDONMENT 

All well destructions were performed in accordance with section 6.3.7 of the San Joaquin 

County Well Standards and in the presence of Mr. John Yoakum, Registered 

Environmental Health Specialist, with the San Joaquin County Environmental Health 

Department.  

L&A used a CME-55 drill with a 20-inch diameter hollow bit to remove the top three feet 

of soil and expose the cement seal and casing of monitoring wells OB-18, OB-20, and TH-

4.  L&A used a mini excavator with an 18-inch wide bucket to excavate 4-foot by 4-foot 

by 3.5-foot deep excavations to expose the grout seal and casings of monitoring wells OB-

3, OB-6, OB-10, OB-12, OB-13, OB-14, OB-15, OB-16, OB-27, TH-3, TH-4, TH-5 and 

TH-6.  After the excavations were open, an electric hammer and chisel bit were used to 

remove the cement grout from around each well’s casing and the exposed casing was cut 

off approximately 3 feet below ground surface (bgs) and removed from the excavation.  A 

coupling then was attached to the casing and a grout hose was attached to the coupling.  A 

grout pump then was used to pump a cement slurry through the hose into each well’s 

casing until it would no longer accept additional grout and could maintain a pressure of 25 

pounds per square inch (psi) for five minutes.  The grout hose then was detached and a 

one-foot thick by two-foot diameter cement cap was placed over the top of the casing and 

allowed to set up overnight before the excavation was backfilled with native soil.   

Because well OB-27 was located in the right-of-way of Parallel Avenue, its excavation 

could not remain open overnight, so dry cement was placed on top of the wet cement cap 

to expedite its solidification and the excavation was immediately backfilled with native 

soil to a depth of 18-inches bgs and the soil compacted with a rammer.  A one-foot thick 

layer of road base was placed on top of the native soil and compacted to 90% of maximum 

density before the top of the excavation was capped with asphalt.  DL Cathcart (License 

No. 332690) was the asphalt contractor who placed the road base and asphalt.  Street 

repair was performed in the presence of Mr. Fran Baldonado with the City of Ripon 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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30 September 2013 
 
 

Mark Schell 

Diamond Pet Food Processors of Ripon, LLC 

P.O. Box 156 

Meta, MO  65058 

 
 
MONITORING WELL DESTRUCTION WORKPLAN APPROVAL, DIAMOND PET FOOD 
PRODUCERS OF RIPON LLC AND RIPON COGENERATION LLC, SAN JOAQUIN 
COUNTY 

I have reviewed the Monitoring Well Destruction Work Plan, dated 26 April 2013.  The 
workplan was submitted on behalf of Diamond Pet Food Processors of Ripon, LLC (Diamond) 
and Ripon Cogeneration, LLC (Cogen) by Lawrence & Associates (L&A).  The workplan 
proposes the abandonment and destruction of 16 existing groundwater monitoring wells 
associated with the Diamond Pet Food facility in Ripon, California.  The workplan was 
submitted in accordance with Provision H.1.b of Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
Order R5-2012-0105, which was adopted on 4 October 2012.  

Attachment D of R5-2012-0105 provided a list of 29 monitoring wells that are no longer 
needed for ongoing groundwater monitoring at the site.  The workplan proposes to abandon 
sixteen wells (OB-3, OB-6, OB-10, OB-12, OB-13, OB-14, OB-15, OB-16, OB-18, OB-20, 
OB-27, TH-2, TH-3, TH-4, TH-5, and TH-6) from that list.  However, the workplan specified 
that twelve monitoring wells listed in Attachment D of R5-2012-0105 (MW-7-A, MW-7-B,  
M-11-A, M-11-B, M-11-C, M-19-C, TH-1, TH-7, TH-8, TH-9, TH-10, and TH-11) will not be 
decommissioned at this time.  These twelve monitoring wells will not be decommissioned at 
this time because they are currently included under a Monitoring and Reporting Program for 
Order R5-2010-0810, which was issued by the Executive Officer on 15 April 2010 for a 
neighboring facility operated by Nestle USA, Inc. (Nestle).  Nestle currently operates a 
groundwater treatment system to remediate contaminant plumes under the Central Valley 
Water Quality Control Board’s Site Assessment & Cleanup Program.  Additionally, OB-19 will 
not be abandoned because it is the only monitoring location of a semi-perched interval in the 
middle of the northwest quadrant of the facility.   

The workplan follows applicable well abandonment and sealing requirements outlined in two 
California Department of Water Resources Water Well Standards (Bulletin 74-81, dated 
December 1981, and Bulletin 74-90 dated June 1991), and San Joaquin County Well 
Standards (Ordinance Code Section 9-1115.6), dated February 2005.  Well sealing and 
grouting procedures must follow San Joaquin County Environmental Health Department 
permitting guidelines and effectively seal the shallow groundwater interval from deeper water-
bearing zones.  All public street encroachment activities to abandon OB-27 must be 
coordinated with the City of Ripon. 



Mark Schell - 2 - 30 September 2013 
Diamond Pet Food Processors of Ripon LLC 
 
 
 

The workplan is consistent with the requirements of Order R5-2012-0105 and is hereby 
approved.  As required by Provision H.1.c of the WDRs a Well Destruction Report shall be 
submitted that describes in detail the methods used to abandon each well and includes copies 
of well abandonment permits issued by the San Joaquin County Environmental Health 
Department.    

Please submit the Monitoring Well Destruction Report by 30 December 2013, as required 
by Provision H.1.c of the WDRs.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
(916) 464-4616 or sarmstrong@waterboards.ca.gov. 

 
  
 
SCOTT ARMSTRONG, P.G., C.HG. 
Engineering Geologist 
Waste Discharge to Land Permitting Unit 

cc: Adrienne Ellsaesser, San Joaquin County Environmental Health Department, Stockton 
Rodney Estrada, San Joaquin County Environmental Health Department, Stockton 

 Marcus Pierce, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Rancho Cordova 
 Kevin Warner, City of Ripon, Ripon 
 Mike Owens, Diamond Pet Food Processors of Ripon California LLC, Ripon 
 Jim Groff, Ripon Cogeneration, Ripon 

Marie Joachim, Nestlé USA, Inc., Glendale 
David Kirk, Lawrence & Associates, Shasta Lake 
Binayak Acharya, Environmental Cost Management, Cost Management, Costa Mesa 
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ATTACHMENT B 
SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY WELL ABANDONMENT PERMITS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















 

ATTACHMENT C 
CITY OF RIPON ENCROACHMENT PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

ATTACHMENT D 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES WELL COMPLETION LOGS 
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